






Consult with professional educational organizations 
to inquire how the OHP can assist them in teaching our 
state's history in the classrooms; 

Help more local governments achieve certified local 
government status, address cultural resources in General 
Plan updates, and adopt comprehensive Cultural 
Resources Ordinances or Codes to establish and clarify 
professional standards, guidelines, and processes for 
CEQA compliance. 

Conduct classes for public agencies to support them 
in their responsibilities under CEQA and other CRM 
"best practices" laws. Provide technical assistance to 
meet mose responsibilities by establishing professional 
standards and guidelines for preparation of legally 
defensible cultural resources studies and related CEQA 
documents. 

Develop an internship program at the OHP to pursue 
a broad outreach agenda targeting descendant groups and 
under-served geographic areas. 

Curalion of Archaeological 
Collections and Information 
Cindy S~ nkawski, M.A, Direcror, San Diego Archaeological 
Center, S;w Diego 

Current Situation 

Curation of excavated archaeological artifacts (and the lack. 
thereof) has been a growing concern nationwide since the 
19705. Shortages ofcuration space and funding for continued 
care of collections and oversight have resulted in an 
overwhelming number of uncurated collections. An infonnal 
survey of29 repositories in California undertaken in 2006 
revealed that available curation space in California is very 
limited. 

Only 5 repositories of the 29 surveyed are currendy 
accepting collections. 

o Three of these repositories accept only self-

generated or federal collections.
 

o One repository accepts CR..M:-genernted collections 
for quiet storage. 

o One repository accepts CRM-generated collections 
and offers full curanon. 

There is inadequate space for existing collections and the 
problem continues to compound. 

The survey also reveals that true curation is not uniformly 
achieved throughout California. Few CRM-genernted 
collections are curated. Practices from "dead storage" to 
"available to archeology students" are called curation. True 
curation means that collections are cared for in an appropriate 
environment, managed so that they are accessible and used 
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for continued scientific research, cultural applications and 
educational programs available to the general public. 

Ideal Situation 

The ideal situation would be to treat excavated artifacts as 
cultural resources, where they are curated and available for 
scientific research, cui tural applications and educational 
programs. 

Existing archaeological collections in substandard storage 
are brought into curation 

.	 All future archaeological collections generated from 
every data recovery project conducted in compliance with 
state or federal laws, codes and regulations are curated in a 
qualified repository. 

Qualified repositories with adequate space for existing 
and future collections are located throughout California. 

How to Bridge the Gap 

Using the State ofCalifornia's Gw'dcHnc:s for the Guration of 
Archaeological Collections, 1993 as a guide, the following 
measurable and accountable archaeological euration 
objectives are achievable in two years: 

Define the Exrcnr ofrhe Curnrion Crisis. The number of 
uncurated archaeological collections (and associated 
records) excavated as a result ofcultural resource 
mitigation laws needs to be quantified. This includes 
collections held by archaeologists, local jurisdictions, 
museums and universities where curation is inadequate 
for the continued preservation ofthe artifacts. An 
estimation ofthe funding necessary to bring uncurated 
collections and associated documents into curation needs 
to be made to characterize the fmancial implications of 
the problem. 

MlJIJdare Curarion Plans. Devise a plan to fund coration 
for existing collections. Mandate a curation plan, 
including a budget for curation, for every data recovery 
project conducted in compliance with state or federal 
laws, codes and regulations; or, reserve curatian funding if 
repositories do not yet exist in that area. 

Educa ce me ScakeholdeFS_ Educate archaeologists, 
property developers and responsible public agency 
officials regarding their ethical and legal responsibilities 
to curate as part of a project's environmental evaluation. 
Educate the public about the potential loss ofimportant 
historical and cultural resources if collections are not 
properly curated. 

Increase Curation Capacity Statewide. Identify existing 
qualified curation facilities, using existing Guidelines for 
rhe Gurarion ofArcheological Collections, 1993. Develop 
a plan for establishing curatiao repositories in underserved 
regions. Seek diversified funding to ensure the continued 
curation of collections in perpetuity. 



Research and Curation Facility 

Almost half of the Western Center's building houses the research labs and curation facility that 
serve as a significant resource for research and advanced educational training for the next 
generation of scientists and historians. The facility is climate controlled, equipped with 
extensive security safeguards (alarmed exterior entrances; glass break and motion detectors; 
ditigal surveillance cameras; controlled keycard access), and monitored by 24 hour manned 
security. 

The Research and Teaching Lab (948 sq.ft.) is the primary research lab that functions as well 
as a versatile space for teaching. It is equipped with a fume hood and two dust extraction 
vacuum trunks, as well as stereoscopic zoom microscope. This lab has expanded bench space 
and cabinetry to accommodate both research and teaching, and has direct access to classrooms, 
the Receiving Bay, and the curation facility 

The Receiving Bay (1518 sq.ft.) is equipped with four 12ft-wide rollup doors that provide direct 
access to (1) the outside loading dock, (2) the 3,000 sq.ft traveling exhibit hall, (3) collection 
repository, and (4) the Preparation Space. It is designed to allow a truck to back into the bay to 
unload collections or exhibit components in a secure space, protected from the wind and weather 
conditions that might threaten collection specimens. Equipped with floor drains, the space can 
also be used to wash down samples taken directly from the field or process as bags ofmatrix 
with microsamples. 

The Preparation Space (971 sq.ft.), provides space for the next level of cleaning or preparation 
for research and long-term storage. The area is equipped with two metal rollup doors to facilitate 
access from the Receiving Bay and into the Curation Lab. The Preparation Space can be isolated 
and completely sealed off from every other area of the Western Center for any sensitive work or 
for secmity purposes. 

The Curation Lab (1,188 sq.ft.) provides clean working spaces for the Western Center's 
curatorial st:af( visiting scholars and researchers, and representatives of cultural groups 
interested in studying the collections. This lab has the highest level of secured access and is not 
generally accessible by most visitors or staff The Cmation Lab has direct access from the 
Preparation Space as well as the Collections Repository. 

The Collections Repository (6,524 sq.ft.) serves as a repository in Riverside County for 
paleontological and archaeological collections derived from cultural and natural resource 
management projects as well as individual research projects that focus on Riverside County 
locations. The collections are housed in a state-of-the-art system: Spacesaver Mobile 
Compactor carriages holding 14' high steel shelving equipped with seismic restraints and Delta 
Design steel cabinets with aluminum drawers. Pallet racking (63 linear ft) houses larger, 
jacketed specimens. Managed by a collections management professional with 30 years 
experience caring for natural history collections, policies and procedures exceed those 
established by the relevant musewn and discipline-based professional societies. 
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Archaeological Repository Fees 
Effective for material accepted through Dec 31, 2008 

Upon receipt of collections, the Westem Center for Archaeology & Paleontology CWCAP) assumes the 
responsibility for stewardship of these non-renewable resources that document our natural and cultural 
heritage. Collections are stored in an environmentally controlled facility with state-of-the-art collections 
storage equipment and supplies according to professional standards. 

WCAP adheres to professional standards for collections stewardship, registration and conservation as 
recommended by professional archaeological and museum associations including the American 
Association of Museums, the Society for the Preservation of Natural History Collections, the American 
Institute for Conservation; The Curation ofFederally-Owned and Administered Archaeological Colfections 
(36 CFR Part 79); the State of California Office of Historic Preservation's Guidelines for the Curation of 
Archeological Colfections (May 7, 1993); and the National Park Service, Museum Handbook Part {, 
Museum Collections. WCAP staff consult with specialists when materials or situations require unique 
expertise. 

TYPE of FEE DESCRIPTION AMOUNT"" 

Repository • collections already prepared according to 
WCAP recommended guidelines; 

• initial fee + annual fee; 
• ownership title not transferred to WCAP; 
• reqUires 5 year contract, renewable 

$ 200 per box" first year 
$ 75 per box per year 

thereafter for duration of 
contract 

$ 125 per oversize object 

Acquisition • collections already prepared according to 
WCAP recommended guidelines; 

• one-time fee only; 
• ownership title transfers fully to WCAP 

$ 800 per boX­
$ 125 per oversize object 

$ 250 per box" Curation • resources provided by WCAP to upgrade 
submitted collection to meet WCAP 
guidelines 

• does not incorporate acquisition or 
repository fee 

.. Prices are based on a standard 15" x 12" x 10" archival storage box with 30 Ibs. weight limit. 
- A surcharge may be assessed for objects or materials that require customized housing or 

environmental controls. 

WCAP Corporate Partners at Sustainer Level and above receive a discount on fees. 

Rev. 1 apr 2008 


